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Supervisor position  

Tree Sale News 

Don’t forget the 34th annual tree and shrub sale coming up April 1. Watch the website for 

the catalog, or give the office a call if you need one mailed to you. The  

catalogs should be ready early March. 

 

Are you interested in becoming more involved with your Conservation District? South Douglas Conservation District will 
have a mail in ballot election March 15, 2023. Mike Lesky currently holds the position and will run again.  
 
The five member Board of Supervisors meets on the first Monday of each month, except August. 
The supervisors set policy and direction for the Conservation District, serving a three year term 
without compensation. (We can reimburse for travel). They oversee conservation practices in 
southern Douglas County, promoting education and protecting natural resources.  Currently, the 
district is involved in developing the Firewise Program in Douglas County, Tree and Shrub Sale, 
water quality projects, and a cost share program for its cooperators.  Your time would involve 
monthly board meetings as well as community contact to identify resource needs and provide as-
sistance, whether technical, financial or educational. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a supervisor, please call the office, 745-9160. Visit southdouglascd.org for more infor-
mation on the district.  The application form must be completed by February 12, 2023.  You must be a registered voter who 
resides within the boundaries of South Douglas CD.  

The annual joint meeting  for South Douglas and Foster Creek Conservation Districts and Douglas County Crop Im-
provement will be February 9, 2023 at the NCW Fairgrounds.  One  pesticide credit will be offered. This will be a 
morning meeting, from 8:30 to noon. Watch the website for more information. 
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On the Road with VSP 

Carolyn Kelly 

VSP (Voluntary Stewardship Program)  technical service providers were pleased to host a field tour in late fall for the VSP 

State Technical Panel.  VSP was created in 2011 to give counties the option to use locally driven watershed plans and vol-

untary, incentive-based tools to protect critical areas and support agricultural viability in lieu of regulations.  The purpose 

of the tour was to showcase what conservation practices local landowners in Douglas County have been implementing to 

support protection of critical areas while maintaining agricultural viability. Stops along the tour, and the Best Manage-

ment Practices highlighted: 

Sun Cove Firewise Project 
 

Lake Entiat Estates north of Orondo has 440 lots with  
homes on most of them. Reducing brush and shrubs helps  
prevent the spread of wildfire. Spring planting of native  
plants is planned.  

Pearl Hill Regenerative Ag Farming 
 
Different regenerative ag  
approaches that not only  
benefit the environment, 
but support ag viability -   
no –till farming, cover crops,  
innovative nutrient and weed 
management approaches. 

Badger Mountain Fuels Reduction 

Town of Waterville cost share project. Future plans include walking 

and interpretative trails.  

 Lower East Foster Creek Project 
Implementing prescribed grazing to limit 

soil compaction and erosion, livestock fenc-

ing to protect wetland habitat, riparian buff-

er planting, range planting to increase soil 

structure, wildlife habitat planting, and in-

creasing livestock compatibility with wild-

life through the use of virtual fencing 

All of the practices were implemented voluntarily, and most were eligible for cost share!  If you are 
interested in planning and/or implementing a project on your land, please contact your local Tech-
nical Service Provider—South Douglas CD: (509) 745-9160 Foster Creek CD: (509) 888-6372; 
NRCS:  (509) 745-3007  If you have implemented a project – we would love to hear about it.   

Kiwi Farm Irrigation Project 

Reducing wind and water erosion, implementing nutrient management, applying effi-
cient use of irrigation systems. 
First year of kiwi orchard. Will sell to farmers markets and restaurants. 

Thanks to BeccaHebron for supplying the photos below.  
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Let’s Talk Bird Habitat 

Is that the right tree? 

 Now might be a good time to look at the trees on your property. Are they healthy? A fire hazard? Are you worried 
about parking your car underneath and risk branches falling during a storm? Do you see birds using the tree? Are the 
roots spreading underneath your garden, sucking up all available water? 

 
 Consider removing and replacing the tree. Do you like the shade or would more sun benefit the rest of your plants? 

Are you keeping it because your great grandpa planted it? Maybe planting a new tree with your child or grandchild 
and watching it grow could be a good way to get outside and away from social media. 

 If you do plan to remove a large tree get two or three bids, as they can vary widely. Tree maintenance is part of home 
ownership. Research trees to see which would be a good choice for replacement. Sometimes that little tree in a one 
gallon pot can grow into a monster. 

 
Everybody who's anybody longs to be a tree.  (Rita Dove, Pulitzer Prize for poetry, 1987) 

One good consequence of the Covid-19 lockdown was the sudden rise in bird watching. As peo-
ple were social distancing and staying at home looking out at the world through their windows 
or on solitary walks, they suddenly realized that there were more birds out there than robins 
and house sparrows. Businesses that sell birdseed and backyard bird feeders saw revenue in-
creases of 50%. Audubon saw the highest growth in the number of people under age 40 who 
joined as members. The stereotype of the gray-haired birder who keeps a list of every bird 
they’ve spotted in their life may soon be outdated.  

But, as humans continue to use the land for our own expansion,  the success of birds depends more and more on our actions 
and willingness to support them in the urban, suburban and rural landscapes.  A bird friendly landscape meets all of the birds’ 
needs: food, shelter, water and nesting habitat. As birds fly overhead, they look for food and safe foraging. A lawn with a couple 
of shade trees is not inviting to the birds seeking shelter and food. What can you do? 

1. Reduce the Lawn Area—Large expanses of lawn are dead-zones because it is useless in the life cycle of most insects and 
the birds that eat them.  The addition of native shrubs is a quick and easy way to reduce the lawn area and invites birds fly-
ing overhead. 

2. Plant Mostly Natives—Native plants should be the basis of a bird-friendly yard. Birds seek natives for the insects they at-
tract, the needs they produce and the spent plants for nesting material. Not all non-native plants are bad but local birds 
prefer local plants. A variety of plants will provide seeds, berries, shelter and insects the birds eat. 

3. Plant Diversity—Include a wide variety of plants and consider the season when each plant is most useful. Early flowering 
plants attract insects and provide nectar, while those with seeds and berries are beneficial to the birds later in the season. 
Some birds eat on the ground, others find food in low shrubbery. Dense vegetation provides safety for smaller birds from 
predators. Landscapes that include native trees, native shrubs and native perennials are more likely to attract permanent 
residents as well as migratory birds. One large planting area filled with the right plants is better than a few small widely 
scattered beds. 

4. Avoid extensive pruning– Maintain a habitat with birds in mind. Naturally, be aware of fuels reduction and the prevention 
of fire, but  pruning other than to promote fruiting is not needed. Avoid any pruning in spring and early summer when the 
birds may be nesting. A thicket or hedge can provide shelter and safety. 

5. Leave the Leaves—We know this. Leaf litter, long grass and bush piles are vital for the insects that birds rely on for pro-
tein. Encouraging insects in the landscape with dead plant material is important for creating better bird habitat. 

6. Water—Birds need water for drinking and bathing. Even the puddles hold rain water can attract birds. In the winter, con-
sider a heated dog water dish to provide water for the birds. (works for me)  Provide water in the summer as well. 

7. Bird Friendly Garden Care—Avoid insecticides use entirely. Insects are vital for many birds, amphibians, reptiles and 
mammals. Eliminating the insects will eliminate the birds. 
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South Douglas Conservation District 

Confused About Recycling in North Central Washington?  

By Rick Edwards 

 

Please recycle.  

 
 
 
 

 

Sustainable NCW (formerly Sustainable Wenatchee) launched its comprehensive waste and recycling guide for Chelan and Doug-

las counties in April of this year. The guide is called the “Waste Wizard.”  This online search tool is available in both English and 

Spanish and is optimized for both desktop and mobile use.  

Users can search any material they want to recycle, donate or properly dispose of, including household hazardous waste. The tool 

features over 350 materials with pictures, and over 100 drop-off locations with details such as address, website, phone number 

and operating hours. Popular searches include glass bottles, alkaline batteries, Styrofoam, yard waste, and latex paint. The Waste 

Wizard also features suggestions on reusing some materials and advice on how best to recycle at home via curbside recycling.   

“We worked hard to make this tool as comprehensive as possible, so community members can easily find how to properly get rid 

of their waste – reusing, donating and recycling where possible,” said Jana Fishback, NCW Executive Director. “We still lack 

some recycling opportunities in our area but this tool shows what we do have available, and hopefully will highlight where we 

have room for improvement.” 

Sustainable NCW is responsible for the on-going maintenance and editing of the Waste Wizard website so that searches reflect the 

most up-to-date waste and recycling information for our area.   Sustainable NCW is assembling a collation of local governments, 

businesses and non-profits to help support both the annual cost of the website subscription and related public education.  Partners 

in this effort will be able to host the Waste Wizard search page on their website.  To date, partners who have chosen to host the 

Waste Wizard include Waste Loop, the Wenatchee Rescue Mission, and 911 Glass Rescue.  To become a website host for the Waste 

Wizard search page, partners provide a $100 annual donation.  Sustainable NCW uses those funds to pay for promotion of this 

important search tool for NCW.  

To view the Waste Wizard, visit sustainablencw.org/wastewizard.  For more information about the Waste Wizard, please email 

wastewizard@sustainablencw.org.   

Sustainable NCW’s mission is to promote a culture of environmental stewardship and social sustainability in Chelan and Douglas 

counties through inspiring and educating community members to live more sustainable lives. Sustainable NCW is a 501(c)3 non-

profit, originally called Sustainable Wenatchee, which was formed in 2017. The organization changed its name in 2022 to better 

reflect the communities served. 

 

Do you have a project in mind? 
 

Over 70% of our funding is spent on cost share projects on the 
ground. Depending on the source, this can help pay for up to 
100% of a project. Normally we fund 75%, with the landowner 
providing 25% of cost, often in time dedicated to the project. 
What do we fund?  We follow Natural Resource Conservation 
Services Best Management Practices (NRCS BMP) and can in-
volve conservation practices that protect our natural resources.  
We have funded fuels reductions, windbreaks, wildlife habitat, 
dams and terraces, irrigation upgrades, livestock waterers and 
more.  If you have a project that would safeguard or improve 
our land and water, give the office a call.  If we can’t help, we 
may be able to find someone who can.   

https://www.sustainablencw.org/wastewizard

